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from the Government and should be a fresh document. The Com-
mittee have no desire at present for any direct action. At the same
time, it is but fair to say that if all the efforts at impartial enquiry
for obtaining strict justice fail and when the public have been put
in possession of all the facts known to the Committee and public
opinion has been fully matured and cultivated, the Committee may
be reluctantly compelled as a matter of honour and chivalry to
resort to direct action. No mention, however, of direct action will
be made in any manifesto stating the Committee's position re-
garding Nabha that may be issued by the Committee.
The above position appears to me to be unexceptionable and
I heartily endorse it.
SHAHIDI JATHA
Had it been possible for me to have met the Akali friends
before the Jatha which is now on its way to Jaiton had started, I
would, even after having heard all that the friends had to say, have
adhered to my advice that it should not be sent before perfect
stock-taking and a review of the whole situation, but I wish to cast
no blame on anyone for the delay in the friends meeting me or, if
there is any blame to be attached to anybody, I must take it
upon my own shoulders, because I omitted to take the precaution
of wiring the full text of my message to S.G.P.C. at the same time
that I handed it to the representative of the Associated Press. I
was under the mistaken belief that Press messages having prece-
dence of private messages the A,P. message would be earlier in the
hands of the Committee. I foolishly wanted to save public money.
Could I be present in the Punjab and see things face to face, I
would not hesitate, even though the Jatha is nearing its destination,
to tender my advice for its recall in order to enable us to review
the situation, to take certain steps which I hold are necessary
before taking further direct action, but I cannot undertake the res-
ponsibility, lying on a sick-bed, of advising the recall. I dare not
place such a burden on the friends who have come to discuss the
Gurdwara affair with me. In the circumstances, therefore, I fear
that the Jatha must be allowed to proceed to its destination. I
understand that elaborate precautions have been taken to prevent
admiring crowds or others from following or accompanying the
Jatha. I understand too that strictest instructions have been
issued to the Jatha to adopt and continue a perfectly non-violent
attitude in spite of the gravest provocation. This is all to the good.
But I understand further that the Jatha has also been instructed,
in the-event of its receiving orders, to leave the State boundary to